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A. Overview 

1. Historical Context 

Rockledge was founded on August 6, 1887, making it the oldest incorporated municipality 

in Brevard County.  The City is celebrating its 

125th Anniversary, or quasquicentennial, in 

2012.  Originally referred to as òRock Ledge,ó 

the name is attributed to Gardner S. Hardee, an 

early settler who was intrigued by the many 

ledges of coquina rock formations that line the 

Indian River.  An integral part of the Intracoastal 

Waterway, the City of Rockledge is strategically 

located in the geographic center of Brevard 

County on Floridaõs east coast and provides 

convenient access to U.S. Highway 1 and Interstate 95, as well as the Florida East Coast 

Railway.  The figure below shows the location of the City of Rockledge along Floridaõs 

east coast. 

FIGURE 1 - LOCATION MAP 

 

The areaõs climate, tempered by the Atlantic Ocean and nearby Indian River Lagoon, has 

provided excellent growing conditions for citrus crops and a temperate climate for people 

to visit.  As a result, the early industry in the area was based on the citrus trade, as well as 

accommodations for tourists traveling to South Florida via the Atlantic Intracoastal 
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Waterway of the Indian River.  The figure below shows the City of Rockledge in relation 

to the Indian River Lagoon. 

FIGURE 2 - CITY BOUNDARY 

 

Indian River citrus groves are historically significant and well recognized, serving as the 

primary economic base for the community prior to the space industry, which was 

established in 1962 with the arrival of the NASA Merritt Island launch sites at the Kennedy 

Space Center.  The citrus industry is still represented in the Rockledge area by companies 

such as Harveyõs Groves and Sullivan Victory Groves.  However, due to the seasonal 

nature of citrus production, this industry generally represents a part-time employer for the 

local economy. 

Growth and development in the City of Rockledge has been a direct result of 

improvements to the areaõs transportation system.  Beginning in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries, Henry Flagler had a significant impact on the City of Rockledge.  Prior to 

the establishment of the Florida Railroad along Floridaõs east coast, the southern terminus 

was in the City of Rockledge for many years. 
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2. Community Redevelopment Agency 

The adoption of the Rockledge Community Redevelopment Plan in 2002 resulted from the 

Cityõs actions to redevelop properties and to eliminate blight, or the potential for blight, in 

the community.  These actions were supported by the adoption of a Blight Study and 

Finding of Necessity (January 2002), which resulted in the ultimate creation of a 

Community Redevelopment Agency (Redevelopment Agency or Agency).  These actions 

are authorized by Chapter 163, Part III, of the Florida Statutes, which provides counties 

and municipalities with the authority to establish community redevelopment agencies to 

guide redevelopment activities.  The original boundary of the Redevelopment District has 

been modified in two areas to add acreage in Sub-District 2 and to delete acreage in 

Sub-District 4 as depicted in the following figures. 

FIGURE 3 - CRA BOUNDARY AERIAL MAP 
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FIGURE 4 - CRA BOUNDARY MAP 

 

 

3. Infrastructure 

The City of Rockledge provides its residents with a wide array of public infrastructure and 

services, which include law enforcement, fire and rescue services with emergency medical 

technicians, waste collection and recycling, sanitary sewer, and water reclamation.  The 

Public Works Department provides for the maintenance of public streets, sidewalks and 

drainage systems, as well as other public infrastructure.  There are a few major north-

south roadways within the City of Rockledge, which include Florida Avenue, Rockledge 
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Boulevard (U.S. Highway 1), Murrell Road, and Fiske Boulevard (S.R. 519).  Connected to 

these major north-south corridors are several east-west roadways, including Barton 

Boulevard, Eyster Boulevard, Gus Hipp Boulevard, Roy Wall Boulevard and Barnes 

Boulevard.  Figure 5 depicts the major roadways within the City of Rockledge. 

 

FIGURE 5 - MAJOR ROADS MAP 
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3. Community Events 

Since adoption of the Community Redevelopment Plan in 2002, the City of Rockledge and 

the Community Redevelopment Agency have been working diligently to develop 

community-based events to bring area residents together and to help promote the 

achievements and successes within the Community Redevelopment District.  Below is a 

summary of the special events that have been implemented since 2002.  These community-

based events also work to implement the Community Redevelopment Agencyõs 

communication goal to promote the Economic Development Goal I, which is to maintain the 

positive historic character of Rockledge while promoting economic vitality, as well as Goal 

II, which is to formulate economic development strategies to take full advantage of 

existing and proposed government projects to stimulate the local economy.  These events 

also further Objective 3 under Goal 1, which requires that the City initiate programs to 

improve and strengthen existing business, including marketing and promotion, as well as 

Objective 4 under Goal II, which requires the City work closely with area businesses and 

the Chamber of Commerce to address the needs of existing businesses. 

a.  Annual Art and Craft Show 

The Agency sponsored the First Annual Art 

and Craft Show in February 2009.  The 

second and subsequent Art and Craft Shows 

have been two-day events that are held in 

conjunction with a classic car show in the 

Barton Boulevard Sub-District.  The event 

boasts more than 70 vendors with an 

estimated attendance of more than 3,500 

area residents.  

b.  Wednesday-Friendsday 

This is a networking event for area residents to 

have an opportunity to interact with several 

business owners and learn of the various business 

services that are offered by the Redevelopment 

Agency.  The event is hosted in partnership with 

the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of 

Commerce and is very well attended by 

Chamber members from Brevard County, as well 

as business owners within and outside of the City 

of Rockledge.  This is a monthly event for the Chamber of Commerce, but is held in 

Rockledge each year in March at Rockledge City Hall.  The event always has a 

different them, and in 2012, the theme was òDISCO ð Return to the 70s.ó 

  




















































































































































